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Synopsis

Using nearly five hundred historical maps and many other illustrations&#151;from rough sketches
drawn in the field to commercial maps to beautifully rendered works of art&#151;this lavishly
illustrated volume is the first to tell the story of California’s past from a unique visual perspective.
Covering five hundred years of history, it offers a compelling and informative look at the
transformation of the state from before European contact through the Gold Rush and up to the
present. The maps are accompanied by a concise, engaging narrative and by extended captions
that elucidate the stories and personalities behind their creation. At once a valuable reference and
an exhilarating adventure through history, the Historical Atlas of California, featuring many rare and
unusual maps, will be a treasured addition to any library. Distilling an enormous amount of
information into one volume, it presents a fascinating chronicle of how California came to be what it

is today.Copub: Douglas & Mclntyre
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Customer Reviews

PRAISE FOR DEREK HAYES'S PREVIOUS ATLASES:"A beautifully executed
achievement."&#151;Bloomsbury Review "The kind of volume that invites repeated
viewings."&#151;Seattle Times "A sure winner. . . . It's hard to imagine anyone who could resist
getting happily lost on these glorious roads into our past."&#151;Toronto Star "Derek Hayes works
his way from the discovery and settlement of North America to the ever-evolving maps recording
America’s westward push and onward to the early maps of the automobile age."&#151;William

Grimes, New York Times"The maps show everything from how explorers conceived of the continent



circa 1500 to the spread of the interstate highway system in the 1950s."&#151;Business Week

Derek Hayes is the author of Historical Atlas of the United States (UC Press), Historical Atlas of the

Pacific Northwest, and The Historical Atlas of the Arctic among other books.

really gopodSome comments from my students: "Each pages has its own little area and it goes into
deep detail." " like because it is very interesting and it shows all the maps." "It has the old maps
made by the Spanish who thought that California was an island off the coast of the US!""The
illustrations have written explanations, it is a great supplement to the study of California and spans

the entire history of the state.:

Bought for my son who will be teaching fourth grade next year. He was delighted.

Just as advertised, beautiful book. It was a gift and we wanted to be sure it was good quality. The

delivery | had a little problem with but that was resolved and | did get the book in time.

| bought this as a reference book for my History of California class. It is a beautiful book.

| saw this at a friend’s studio and began paging through it. Pardon my ignorance, but as a New
Yorker, | never learned about the early Russian inhabitants and their influence until | read it in this
amazingly fine book. The largest collection of California and major city maps of California I've ever
seen outside a library. DereK Hayes performs wonderfully in revealing the history of the State
through maps.May | also recommend Los Angeles In Maps by Glen Creason, another fine

map/history work

This book was so much better than expected. A great way to explore California’s history with a
visual feast of maps. My particular interest was San Francisco, and the book really delivered with a
concept map of what SF looked like in 1848. | was so pleased with my purchase and have spent

hours pouring over this beautiful book. | would definitely recommend its purchase.

The story of California history with maps and unusual facts. A book you can review again and again.

I'm an old map buff and this gives so much more detail than the usual history book.



My brother in law said the pages were large of plans and generous and very very interesting
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